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METASTATIC MELANOMA 
 
▲ Antigenics’ (AGEN) Oncorphage vaccine extends the survival of late stage metastatic melanoma patients. Findings 
from its preliminary analysis of a randomized   Phase 3 study of Oncophage (vitespen; formerly HSPPC-96) showed that 
in all randomized (intent-to-treat) stage IV M1a melanoma patients, median survival improved by more than 50 
percent in the Oncophage-treated arm compared with those in the physician's choice treatment arm (20.9 months versus 
12.8 months), which included the current array of therapies such as chemotherapeutics, biological agents and/or surgery. 
This is the first Phase 3 randomized trial of a cancer vaccine to show a potential survival benefit in this category of 
melanoma patients.  
 
This is encouraging news and is taken by the general investors as such. Comparison of survival data of the two groups in 
stage IV M1a category was made using the Kaplan-Meier method.(1) The survival curve in the Oncophage arm clearly 
separates from the physician's choice arm, and the difference appears indicative of a clinical benefit for Oncophage-treated 
stage IV M1a patients. The difference has not achieved statistical significance at the time of this preliminary analysis. A 
final analysis is expected during the first quarter 2006. For more details read: Antigenics Announces Preliminary Survival 
Data from its Randomized Phase 3 Metastatic Melanoma Trial 

 
AVIAN FLU 

 
▲BioCryst Pharmaceuticals (BCRX) An article in the New York Times highlighted the advantages of the BioCryst 
drug permamivir as the most promising drug on the horizon for the treatment of avian flu.  
 
  
 

 
PROHOST RESEARCH 

P.O.BOX 640 429  
OOOaaakkklllaaannnddd   GGGaaarrrdddeeennnsss,,,    NNNyyy   111111333666444      
Telephone : 516 678 1335  

Fax 718 423 2731  
E-mail prohost@aol.com.   

 
 
 
FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENT Prohost is independent publication providing information on biotech companies. 
Prohost does not accept compensation from companies that are featured or profiled. It is strongly recommended that any 
purchase or sale decisions to any of the featured companies be discussed with a financial advisor or broker prior to 
completing any such purchase or sale decision. All statements or expressions are the opinion of Prohost and are not meant 
to be a solicitation or recommendation to buy, sell, or hold securities. Investing in embryonic companies, micro-cap and 
growth securities is highly speculative and carries a high degree of risk. It is possible that an investor can lose all of his/her 
investment in this type of companies that are profiled. The information that Prohost relies on is either through the profiled 
company, news services, research reports, interviews, or other outside sources that Prohost believes are reliable. Prohost 
makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy or completeness of the disclosure of the profiled 
companies and accepts no responsibilities for inaccuracies or misleading content in any material supplied by those clients. 
There can be no assurance that future events relating to the profiled company will occur as anticipated. The information 
contained herein is provided as an information service only. Past performance of featured companies does not guarantee 
the future success of any currently featured or profiled company. We encourage our readers to invest carefully and read 
the investor information provided by the Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") and/or the National Association of 
Securities Dealers ("NASD"). We also strongly recommend that you read the SEC advisory to investors concerning 
Internet Stock Fraud, which can be found at: http://www.sec.gov/consumer/cyberfr.htm   
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