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MEDIMMUNE AND MEDAREX 
Will Medi-Meda help Lupus Victims? 

 
MedImmune (MEDI - news) and Medarex (MEDX - news) filed for an investigational new drug application (IND) with 
the FDA for MEDI-545. The drug is a fully human monoclonal antibody (MAb) targeting multiple interferon-alpha 
subtypes. Data indicate that levels of interferon-alpha are elevated in many patients with active systemic lupus 
erythematosus (SLE or lupus) and other autoimmune disorders, and may be associated with disease activity. In preclinical 
trials, MEDI-545 has been shown to neutralize this activity.  

The filing was based on data from experimentation that indicate the drug may suppress the abnormal immune activity 
associated with lupus by binding to the pattern of multiple interferon-alpha subtypes seen in the serum of lupus patients. 
Further, preclinical studies have shown that an inhibition of interferon-alpha signaling corresponded to decreased 
autoantibody production and decreased disease activity.   

This news brings some hope as all suggested treatment for SLE have failed to pass the litmus test. For Medarex, the entry 
of this antibody into a clinical program would mark the twenty-fifth antibody utilizing this firm’s UltiMAb® technology 
in clinical studies. Read press release: MedImmune and Medarex Announce Filing of Investigational New Drug 
Application for Monoclonal Antibody for the Treatment of Lupus 

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
GENENTECH payed CURIS (CRIS - news)  For the second time this year Genentech elects to extend funding of 
the cancer therapeutic development collaboration with Curis. The money is to support Curis scientists 
developing the company's Hedgehog antagonist technologies for treating solid tumor cancers.    
 
Genentech has selected a lead candidate, a small molecule antagonist of the Hedgehog pathway.  Its continued funding 
support has been seen as further validation of Curis scientists’ efforts spent towards Hedgehog inhibition solid tumor 
program.  Read more: Curis Announces the Receipt of Second Extension of Funding from Genentech 
  
 
OSI Pharmaceuticals (OSIP - news) estimated that the third-quarter performance of anti-cancer drug Tarceva reflected a 
12% to 15% quarter-on-quarter growth in overall market share of the brand. OSI and Genentech. co-market Tarceva. 
On Monday, Genentech reported that Tarceva sales in the U.S. rose to $73.2 million in the third quarter from $70.2 
million in the previous quarter. 
 
We believe the drug is on its way to become a blockbuster. Read more: OSI Reiterates Confidence in Tarceva 
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENT Prohost is independent publication providing information on biotech companies. Prohost does not accept 
compensation from companies that are featured or profiled. It is strongly recommended that any purchase or sale decisions to any of the featured 
companies be discussed with a financial advisor or broker prior to completing any such purchase or sale decision. All statements or expressions are the 
opinion of Prohost and are not meant to be a solicitation or recommendation to buy, sell, or hold securities. Investing in embryonic companies, micro-cap 
and growth securities is highly speculative and carries a high degree of risk. It is possible that an investor can lose all of his/her investment in this type of 
companies that are profiled. The information that Prohost relies on is either through the profiled company, news services, research reports, interviews, or 
other outside sources that Prohost believes are reliable. Prohost makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy or completeness of 
the disclosure of the profiled companies and accepts no responsibilities for inaccuracies or misleading content in any material supplied by those clients. 
There can be no assurance that future events relating to the profiled company will occur as anticipated. The information contained herein is provided as 
an information service only. Past performance of featured companies does not guarantee the future success of any currently featured or profiled 
company. We encourage our readers to invest carefully and read the investor information provided by the Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") 
and/or the National Association of Securities Dealers ("NASD"). We also strongly recommend that you read the SEC advisory to investors concerning 
Internet Stock Fraud, which can be found at: http://www.sec.gov/consumer/cyberfr.htm   
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