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RELAPSED OR REFRACTORY FOLLICULAR MON-HODGKINS LYMPHOMA 
 

IMPACTING NEWS OF THE DAY FROM 
 

BIOGEN IDEC (BIIB)  
 
Another monoclonal antibody (galiximab) in Biogen Idec (BIIB) pipeline demonstrated it made a difference in 
the treatment of  relapsed or refractory, follicular non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.We are witnessing a combination of 
two targeted antibodies (gailiximab and Rituxan) treating a drug-resistant cancer. Both drugs are developed by 
the same company, Biogen Idec.   
 
In an oral presentation at the International Conference on Malignant Lymphoma in Lugano, Switzerland, June 
11, 2005, results of a Phase 2 clinical study demonstrated that galiximab (anti-CD80) in combination with 
Rituxan® (anti-CD20) may prolong event-free survival (EFS) in patients with relapsed or refractory, 
follicular non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) when compared to previous results with Rituxan monotherapy. 
Side effects of the combination are similar to treatment with Rituxan alone.  
 
Combinations of biological agents, such as galiximab and Rituxan are emerging as a novel treatment paradigm 
in oncology. Galiximab and Rituxan specifically target CD80 and CD20, respectively, which are found on 
normal and malignant B cells, but not on other tissues in the body. As a result, targeted therapies such as 
these may have the potential to improve existing treatments.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In this dose-escalation study, 73 patients from the United States received escalating doses of galiximab (125, 250, 375, or 500 mg/m2 
weekly x 4) in combination with a standard course of RITUXAN (375 mg/m2 weekly x 4). Sixty-four (64) patients were treated at 500 
mg/m2 and the results were encouraging. The combination produced a 64 percent overall response rate including 31 percent achieving 
a complete response (confirmed and unconfirmed) and 33 percent achieving a partial response. The combination use demonstrated an 
increase in EFS without a significant increase in toxicity compared to reported results with single-agent Rituxan. The median EFS for 
patients treated with galiximab plus Rituxan was 12.1 months, longer than that observed in previous trials of single-agent Rituxan in a 
similar population of patients with follicular NHL. "This is one of the first studies to use a combination of monoclonal antibodies. These 
study results show promise for the treatment of NHL, and the future of cancer treatment," said Burt Adelman, M.D., Executive Vice 
President of Development for Biogen Idec. "Treatments such as galiximab plus Rituxan could pave the way for more successful and 
more targeted cancer treatments. We look forward to seeing what future galiximab studies reveal."  
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IT IS, INDEED, GOOD NEWS 
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Prohost is independent publication providing information on biotech companies. Prohost does not accept compensation from companies that are 
featured or profiled. It is strongly recommended that any purchase or sale decisions to any of the featured companies be discussed with a financial 
advisor or broker prior to completing any such purchase or sale decision. All statements or expressions are the opinion of Prohost and are not meant 
to be a solicitation or recommendation to buy, sell, or hold securities. Investing in embryonic companies, micro-cap and growth securities is highly 
speculative and carries a high degree of risk. It is possible that an investor can lose all of his/her investment in this type of companies that are profiled. 
The information that Prohost relies on is either through the profiled company, news services, research reports, interviews, or other outside sources that 
Prohost believes are reliable. Prohost makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy or completeness of the disclosure of the 
profiled companies and accepts no responsibilities for inaccuracies or misleading content in any material supplied by those clients. There can be no 
assurance that future events relating to the profiled company will occur as anticipated. The information contained herein is provided as an information 
service only. Past performance of featured companies does not guarantee the future success of any currently featured or profiled company. We 
encourage our readers to invest carefully and read the investor information provided by the Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") and/or the 
National Association of Securities Dealers ("NASD"). We also strongly recommend that you read the SEC advisory to investors concerning Internet 
Stock Fraud, which can be found at: http://www.sec.gov/consumer/cyberfr.htm  
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