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VIROPHARMA (VPHM) stock price surged 30% to close at $14.24 after opening at $10.99. The reason is that 
the company decided to increase the price of its Vancocin antibiotic, which is the firm’s only product. 

The surge in the stock price deserves a thorough examination of the firm’s activities, pipeline, plans, strategy 
and promises, especially that Vancocin antibiotic has been acquired from Eli Lilly and Co. and in view of the 
fact that the drug is the only FDA-approved treatment for bacterial infections of the lower digestive tract - Clos-
tridium difficile-associated disease or CDAD. In addition, the drug had a successful market penetration, gener-
ating $49.9 million in sales.  

The drug has been FDA approved to treat antibiotic-associated pseudomembranous colitis caused by Clostrid-
ium difficile and enterocolitis caused by staphylococcus aureus, including methicillin-resistant strains.  

ViroPharma is focusing its product development activities on viral diseases, including those caused by cy-
tomegalovirus (CMV) with a drug in Phase 2 trials called maribavir (acquired wordwide rights from {GlaxoS-
mithKline (GSK)} and hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection with a drug HCV-796 in Phase 1b proof of concept clini-
cal study. This drug has been developed together with Wyeth and targets the RNA replication process (RNA 
Polymerase) of HCV. In addition to HCV-796, ViroPharma has discovered multiple, chemically distinct com-
pound series that target the same RNA replication process (RNA Polymerase) of HCV. The compound is an 
orally dosed molecule that has the potential to interfere with the replication of hepatitis C virus, is of the same 
chemical class as HCV-086. It appears that it may be potentially more potent in preclinical assays than its 
predecessor. 

Worth looking at?  

For many reasons, including the fact that the firm has already marketed a promising product for a hot market 
and indication, i.e., infection complication of anti-infective drugs and methicillin-resistant staph strains. Attract-
ing also is the mode of action of Hepatitis C strains and the predicted promising efficacy of the drug.  
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FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENT Prohost is independent publication providing information on biotech companies. Prohost does 
not accept compensation from companies that are featured or profiled. It is strongly recommended that any purchase or sale decisions to 
any of the featured companies be discussed with a financial advisor or broker prior to completing any such purchase or sale decision. 
All statements or expressions are the opinion of Prohost and are not meant to be a solicitation or recommendation to buy, sell, or hold 
securities. Investing in embryonic companies, micro-cap and growth securities is highly speculative and carries a high degree of risk. It 
is possible that an investor can lose all of his/her investment in this type of companies that are profiled. The information that Prohost 
relies on is either through the profiled company, news services, research reports, interviews, or other outside sources that Prohost 
believes are reliable. Prohost makes no representations, warranties or guarantees as to the accuracy or completeness of the disclosure of 
the profiled companies and accepts no responsibilities for inaccuracies or misleading content in any material supplied by those clients. 
There can be no assurance that future events relating to the profiled company will occur as anticipated. The information contained 
herein is provided as an information service only. Past performance of featured companies does not guarantee the future success of any 
currently featured or profiled company. We encourage our readers to invest carefully and read the investor information provided by the 
Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC") and/or the National Association of Securities Dealers ("NASD"). We also strongly 
recommend that you read the SEC advisory to investors concerning Internet Stock Fraud, which can be found at: 
http://www.sec.gov/consumer/cyberfr.htm   
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